Attachment A



From: Ryan McBride-@UtahCounty.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2026 1:05 PM

To: Chad Grunander-@UtahCounty.gov>
Subject: FW: Legal Guidance Re: Media Statements

From: Christopher Ballard @utahcounty.gov>

Sent: Friday, September 12, 2025 7:54 AM

To: @americanfork.gov>;

@lindoncity.org>;
@orem.gov; @payson.org;

@salemcity.org>;

@spanishfork.org>;

@uvu.edu; _@uta hcounty.gov>;
@fbi.gov

Cc: JeffGray-@utahcountv.gov>; Ryan McBride-@UtahCountv.gov>; Chad Grunander

-@UtahCountv.gov>

Subject: Legal Guidance Re: Media Statements

@Iehi-ut.gov>;-

@mapleton.org;

@springville.org;

Chiefs and others,

Please carefully review the attached letter regarding ethical rules that bind prosecutors
and, by extension, law enforcement agencies in making statements to the media.

Please ensure that your PIO’s and other officers strictly adhere to this guidance,
especially in making statements regarding the Charlie Kirk shooting at UVU.

Christopher D. Ballard

General Counsel / Chief of Staff
Public Information Officer

Utah County Attorney’s Office
100 East Center Street, Ste. 2100
Provo, UT 84606

801-851JJj (ohone)
801-851-8099 (fax)




I @utahcounty.gov

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email communication may contain private, confidential, or legally privileged
information intended for the sole use of the designated and intended recipient(s). If you are not the intended
recipient or have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by email and permanently
delete all copies of this email including all attachments without reading them. If you are the intended recipient,

please secure the contents in a manner that conforms to all applicable state and federal requirements related to
privacy and confidentiality.
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y Jeffrey S. Gray, Utah County Attorney 100 East Center Street, Suite 2100
Chad E. Grunander, Chief Deputy Provo, Utah 84606
Christopher D. Ballard, Chief of Staff

A Christine Scott, Major Crimes Division Chief

X ”vf) Ryan McBride, General Crimes Division Chief . 801.851.8051
o Paul Jones, Civil Division Chief

p: 801.851.8026

Steven G. Adams, Bureau of Investigations Chief
Haley Christensen, Office Manager
Tammy Paynter, Confidential Assistant

Date: 9/12/2025
Re: Media statements re Tyler Robinson/Charlie Kirk
To all personnel likely to make media statements regarding the Charlie Kirk case:

The Utah County Attorney’s Office has an ethical obligation to “exercise reasonable care to prevent
investigators, law enforcement personnel,” and others from making public comments which “have a
substantial likelihood of materially prejudicing” the trial process in criminal cases. | write to satisfy that
obligation and provide guidance to you regarding statements to the media.

Rule 3.6 of the Rules of Professional Conduct for attorneys outlines the parameters of permissible statements
and can be found here. While these rules generally apply to attorneys, prosecutors have a special duty to
ensure law enforcement and other officials adhere to these rules in criminal cases as well. See Rule 3.8(e).
The point of the rules is ensure the defendant is afforded a fair trial by an impartial jury.

Key limitations to keep in mind include the following:

e Statements should be limited to information included in the public record — meaning the probable
cause statement used in booking and legal papers filed in the case, like the charging document.

e Statements can include that the investigation is ongoing;

e Statements can include the next step of the criminal court process;

e Statements can include the date and place of the arrest; and

e Statements can include the names of officers and agencies involved in the investigation.

Statements should avoid the following:
e Statements about the defendant’s character;
e Statements about the defendant’s criminal history;
e Opinions about the defendant’s guilt or proper punishment; and
e Any other statements which could risk violating the defendant’s right to a fair trial.

//

//

//


https://legacy.utcourts.gov/rules/view.php?type=ucja&rule=13-3.6
https://legacy.utcourts.gov/rules/view.php?type=ucja&rule=13-3.8
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Prejudicial statements made to the media and public have created significant legal issues in high profile cases
— which can cause the case to be moved to another county, sanctions on prosecutors, and even dismissal. We
want to avoid those issues in all cases. Accordingly, we invite you to contact our office with any questions
about this topic, especially when your agency receives press inquiries on high-profile cases.

Sincerely,

/s/ Ryan McBride
General Crimes Division Chief
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